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ULRICH JAKOB LOOSER
CHAIRMAN OF THE  
>>VENTURE>> FOUNDATION 
OPERATING PARTNER OF BLR & PARTNERS AG

LEA FIRMIN
CEO OF THE  
>>VENTURE>> FOUNDATION

Dear >>venture>> community, 

Welcome to the 2026 >>venture>> Award 
Ceremony, where we gather to celebrate 
another extraordinary year of entrepreneurship, 
innovation, and ambition. This year, >>venture>> 
reached a new milestone with a record 451 
applications, a testament to the remarkable 
energy and talent that continue to shape 
Switzerland's startup ecosystem.

2026 has also marked an important evolution 
for >>venture>>. We introduced the Spotlight 

Award, a new annual recognition whose theme will shift each 
year to reflect the social and economic forces shaping our world. 
This year's focus is the innovative use of Apertus LLM and the 
vital importance of sovereign, transparent artificial intelligence 
developed in Switzerland by ETH Zurich, EPFL, and the Swiss 
National Supercomputing Centre. As technology reshapes 
societies and economies around the world, supporting open and 
independent innovation is essential.

None of this would be possible without the dedication of our 
mentors, jurors, partners, and Advisory Board members. Their 
commitment deepens the spirit of collaboration that makes 
Switzerland such a distinctive and fertile place for innovation to 
flourish.

Tonight, we celebrate not only achievement, but the future being 
built through entrepreneurship, vision, and perseverance. We are 
proud to be part of it. Enjoy the evening and let's find out together 
what happens when we dare to venture forward.
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2026 KEY FACTS & FIGURES
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SUBMISSIONS PER  
INDUSTRY VERTICAL

107
INDUSTRIALS & 
ENGINEERING

49
PHARMA & 
BIOTECH

50
SOCIAL & 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT

83
BUSINESS &  

FINANCE

92
CONSUMER 
SOLUTIONS

70
MEDTECH & 

HEALTHCARE
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2026 KEY FACTS & FIGURES

284
MENTORS & JURORS

EVENTS 
ORGANIZED

23 977
PARTICIPANTS 

AT OUR EVENTS*

WRITTEN STARTUP REVIEWS
1612

*Excluding the 
Award Ceremony
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October 2025

LAUSANNE KICKOFF

October 2025

ZURICH KICKOFF

November 2025

FOUNDERS MEET WITH PEERS

January 2026

PITCH-NIGHT, URI

April 2026

PITCH TRAINING DAY

January 2026

EXPERTS 1:1, ZURICH

February 2026

OPEN-MIC NIGHT, BERN

May 2026

JURY ROUND 2, ZURICH

November 2025

EXPERTS 1:1, LAUSANNE

January 2026

IPI WORKSHOP, ZURICH

2025-2026

ECOSYSTEM EVENTS

>>VENTURE>> EVENTS

Photo credits: Marc Guerraz, 
Valentin Flauraud, Jasmin Frei, 
HSLU Smart-up team, 
>>venture>> team

Organized 20+ events and attended 50+ ecosystem events.
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AWARD CEREMONY
JUNE 15, 2026

Registrations
451 participants submitted a  

10-20 page startup plan to take 
part in the competition

OCTOBER 2025 TO FEBRUARY 2026

MARCH 2026

Jury Round 1
Jurors evaluated the startup plans 
online & selected 10 Semi-finalists  
per vertical + 10 Spotlight Award 

candidates

Mentoring
Semi-finalists benefited from the 

expertise of our accomplished 
network of startup coaches

APRIL 2026 TO JUNE 2026

MAY 2026

Jury Round 2
Semi-finalists pitched their ideas  
to a live jury who selected the 3 

finalists per vertical + 3 Spotlight 
Award Finalists

Jury Round 3
The Advisory Board members,  

split into 6 verticals + a Spotlight 
Award commission, selected

the winning teams

JUNE 15, 2026

JUNE 15, 2026

Grand Prize Pitch
Vertical winners pitch one final time 
in front of the assembled Advisory 

Board to win the overall Grand Prize

THE >>VENTURE>> JOURNEY
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FINALISTS 
2026

Scan the QR code after the  
Award Ceremony for a recap of  
the vertical, Audience & 
Spotlight Award winners and 
which startup took home the 
2026 Grand Prize.

WHO ARE

THIS YEAR’S

WINNERS?
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FINALISTS 
BUSINESS & 
FINANCE

REGCHECK 
RegCheck uses AI to simulate regulatory audits, helping 
regulated firms spot compliance gaps before submission 
and enabling more consistent reviews.

Alistair Venables, Aharon Yechezkel, Anna-Marie Makarova

LOCATION  
Wohlen 

AFFILIATION  
ETH Zurich 
 
MAIL  
info@regcheck.ch
 
WEB  
regcheck.ch
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REILO
reilo turns smallholder farmers' natural assets into 
bankable collateral, unlocking capital and carbon income 
for 500M farmers excluded from finance.

Patrik Brandenberg, Rahel Guggenbühl

UAC LABS

UAC Labs builds coordination infrastructure that guarantees 
atomic settlement across any financial system — without 
intermediaries or locked capital.

George Heyward, Alexander Hobbs

LOCATION  
Zurich 
 
AFFILIATION  
University of St. Gallen 
 
MAIL  
rahel@reilo.ch

WEB  
reilo.earth

LOCATION  
Rüschlikon 
 
AFFILIATION  
none 
 
MAIL  
info@uaclabs.com

WEB  
uaclabs.com
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FINALISTS 
CONSUMER 
SOLUTIONS

HALA
HALA traces and monetizes the secondhand market, giving 
brands and consumers full visibility and control over their 
product resale lifecycle.

Francesco Terribile, Luca Lalli, Giacomo Cappello, Riccardo 
Costanzini, Rafael Mariano

LOCATION  
St. Gallen 
 
AFFILIATION  
none
 
MAIL  
info@halaofficial.com

WEB  
halaofficial.com
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OPTIZONE
OptiZone delivers on-field solutions to predict muscle 
and joint injury risk, enabling personalized prevention 
programs for athletes of all levels.

Soroush Bagheri, Mina Baniasad, Sibille Planzi

TRULUX
TruLux uses visual AI to help consumers verify the 
authenticity of physical goods on the spot — using nothing 
more than a mobile phone.

Yury Zaryadov, Yael Ayalon, Dionis Teshler, German Voronov

LOCATION  
Lausanne

AFFILIATION  
EPFL
 
MAIL  
Support@OptiZone.ch

WEB  
optizone.ch

LOCATION  
Wettswil

AFFILIATION  
none
 
MAIL  
info@trulux.ai

WEB  
trulux.ai
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FINALISTS 
INDUSTRIALS &
ENGINEERING

AITHON ROBOTICS
Aithon Robotics builds tethered aerial robots that 
enable safe, precise, and cost-effective inspection and 
maintenance of hard-to-reach infrastructure.
Yann Roth, Curdin Steinauer, Timon Mathis, Timo Küster, 
Friederike Biffar, Roman Dautzenberg, Gabriel Käppeli 

LOCATION  
Zurich 

AFFILIATION  
ETH Zurich
 
MAIL  
hello@aithon-robotics.ch

WEB  
aithon-robotics.ch
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T E C H N O L O G I E S

CRIA TECHNOLOGIES
Crìa Technologies builds next-generation high-vacuum, 
temperature-controlled solutions enabling safer transport 
of sensitive payloads — a revolution in cold chain.

Alessandra Merenda, Giancarlo Mattiello, Maria Serena Acampa, 
Andrea Festa

LOCATION  
Plan-les-Ouates 
 
AFFILIATION  
none 
 
MAIL  
info@cria-tech.com

WEB  
cria-tech.com

LOCATION  
Lausanne
 
AFFILIATION  
EPFL
 
MAIL  
info@edwatec.com

WEB  
edwatec.com

EDWATEC
EDWATEC develops integrated optical amplifiers that 
enable compact, energy-efficient photonic systems for 
next-generation AI infrastructure and communications.
Sachin Verlekar, Grigorii Likhachev, Amir Youssefi, Parsa 
Khorasani, Peter Ils 
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FINALISTS 
MEDTECH & 
HEALTHCARE

ACTIVAL
Actival, a spin-off from CSEM, has patented active dental 
devices for the slow, controlled release of beneficial fluids 
to improve oral health.

Nikola Kalentics, Mark Milojkovic, Ghazal Adeli Koudehi, Marko 
Kalentics

LOCATION  
Neuchâtel 
 
AFFILIATION  
CSEM 
 
MAIL  
info@activ-al.com

WEB  
activ-al.com
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LOCATION  
Zurich 
 
AFFILIATION  
ETH Zurich
 
MAIL  
contact@emerstat.com 

WEB  
emerstat.com

RELIYOO
RELiYOO uses its MORPHEME platform to design ultra-
precise CRISPR genome editors for rare liver and eye 
disease treatment.  

Ismaelle Würth, Marcel Kalberer, Sarah Bregenzer, Albert Marti, 
Sven Krauss, Uwe Schonhardt

LOCATION  
Winterthur 
 
AFFILIATION  
none
 
MAIL  
info@reliyoo.com

WEB  
reliyoo.com

EMERSTAT
EmerStat is developing a first-in-class, drug-free 
hemostatic device that rapidly controls life-threatening 
bleeding in emergency and trauma settings.

Vishnu Sunil, Apoorva Katragadda



18

FINALISTS 
PHARMA & 
BIOTECH

BAXIVA
Baxiva's proprietary platform builds next-generation 
vaccines to prevent severe infections, starting with UTIs 
and sepsis to improve health and cut antibiotic use.

Tim Keys, Philipp Bittner, Sharon Dreier, Christoph 
Rutschmann, Fabian Weiss, Sacha Schneeberger

LOCATION  
Schlieren 
 
AFFILIATION  
ETH Zurich 
 
MAIL   
info@baxiva.com

WEB 
baxiva.com



19

ISOSPEC ANALYTICS
Isospec Analytics' CIRIS platform reveals the molecular 
biology invisible to 90% of drug developers, powering 
smarter clinical trial decisions 100x faster. 

Thomas Rizzo, Ahmed Ben Faleh, Stephan Warnke.

SANTELLA
Santella provides a sustainable innovation: the world's 
first targeted probiotic live vaccines for livestock 
species, reducing reliance on antibiotics.

Patrik Paulus, Olivier Schären, Sabrina Stöckli

LOCATION  
Renens 
 
AFFILIATION  
EPFL 
 
MAIL  
ahmed@
isospecanalytics.com

WEB  
isospec.bio

LOCATION  
Bern 
 
AFFILIATION  
University of Bern 
 
MAIL  
info@santella.ch

WEB  
santella.ch
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FINALISTS 
SOCIAL & 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT

BIRDS&CO.
Birds&Co. creates floating cork platforms that redirect 
protected nesting waterbirds away from boats, enabling 
peaceful, legal cohabitation on Swiss lakes. 

Jérémy Suchet

LOCATION  
Renens
 
AFFILIATION  
none
 
MAIL  
info@birdsnco.ch

WEB
birdsnco.ch
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BOTANA AI
Botana AI is a farmer-first platform that helps growers 
manage their land like a financial portfolio, optimizing 
crop choices for profit and climate resilience. 

Hugo Bouet, Estrella Zuniga

MYHANDYPLUS
MyHandyPlus is Europe's inclusive dating platform 
enabling people with disabilities to build authentic 
relationships and reduce social isolation.

Alexia Barjhoux, Stuart Rapoport

LOCATION  
Oberägeri

AFFILIATION  
none
 
MAIL  
hugo.bouet@insead.edu

WEB  
botana.ai

LOCATION  
Geneva

AFFILIATION  
none
 
MAIL  
contact@myhandyplus.
com

WEB  
myhandyplus.com



22

2026 SPECIAL AWARDS

ANYWAY SYSTEMS

turns any GPU machine into 

a private AI cluster in 30 

minutes, alongside Apertus 

to deliver a fully transparent, 

privacy-first AI foundation. 

contact@anyway.dev

NOEMON

builds AI that learns while 

running—applying its 

tech to Apertus to extend 

context, cut costs, and allow 

customization. 

info@noemon.com

PUBLIC AI SWITZERLAND

a customer-owned 

cooperative that distributes 

affordable AI to Swiss 

residents and businesses, 

like a Migros for AI. 

founders@spiu.ch

SPOTLIGHT AWARD 
The new Spotlight Award honors 
ventures tackling a pressing topic for the 
Swiss economy, ecosystem and society. 

This year’s theme celebrates Apertus, Switzerland’s 
sovereign open-source LLM. 

Following a high-stakes pitch session earlier today, 
a special jury has selected one winner from three 
standout finalists. 

Tonight we reveal which of them takes home 
CHF 50,000!
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AUDIENCE AWARD 
Tonight, you get to be the jury.

During the ceremony, three startups will 
take to the stage for a 60-second pitch. Then it’s up 
to you to choose the winner!

When prompted by the moderator, scan the QR code 
shown on stage to cast your vote.

The startup with the most votes wins an extra 
CHF 10,000 - thanks to you!

BIRDS&CO.

Floating cork platforms 

redirect protected nesting 

waterbirds from boats, 

enabling peaceful, legal 

cohabitation on Swiss lakes. 

info@birdsnco.ch

CINDER

integrates multi-modal heat, 

TENS, and infrared therapy 

into everyday clothing, 

making effective treatment 

easy to stick to.

paola@fromcinder.com

KWER

merges co-creation and 

universal design for 

accessible, beautiful 

products with meaningful 

social impact.

benjamin.schalk@dversa.studio
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BUSINESS & 
FINANCE

AMELIORATIO.AI

builds self-improving 

software using AI agents, 

enabling companies to 

integrate AI into their 

products with the best 

possible performance.

hello@nevertwice.ai

CONFLIP

helps employees and 

organizations resolve 

workplace conflicts and 

integrity violations through 

a confidential, AI-guided 

support platform.

simona.santamaria@conflip.ch

DO ME A FAVOUR BUDDY

predicts employee burnout 

a week in advance, giving 

companies evidence-based 

prevention alerts and 

intervention tools to reduce 

turnover costs.

don@dmafb.app

LINK GENETIC

builds infrastructure for 

persistent links, preventing 

broken references and 

content drift across 

documents, websites, and 

AI systems.

contact@linkgenetic.com

NATIVE AI GUARD

a Swiss-built AI firewall 

protecting companies 

against emerging AI-

powered cybersecurity 

threats — 100% Swiss-made 

and operated.

info@nativeai.ch

NAVI

helps startups screen top 

candidates faster and 

cheaper — role-expert AI 

agents run first interviews 

and skill simulations well 

beyond the CV.

contact@worknavi.app

SURELIO.AI

provides independent AI 

quality assurance through 

behavioral testing, red 

teaming, and threat 

modelling for organizations 

deploying AI.

gaetan.stein@surelio.ai

CONSUMER 
SOLUTIONS

BIZBUS

a door-to-door electric 

intercity service for 

business travelers, built 

for predictable arrivals, 

productive journeys, and 

low emissions.

peter@bizbus.group

BiZBus
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CONTRA

turns any racket sport 

amateur into a data-

driven athlete, launching 

with padel to bring 

performance tracking, 

smart matchmaking, and 

coaching.

federico@contra-sports.com

FRIDGE

makes habit-building 

social, helping people stay 

consistent through shared 

goals, group accountability, 

and meaningful built-in 

incentives.

diego@fridgeapp.co

KWER

merges co-creation 

and universal design to 

make everyday products 

that unite accessibility, 

beautiful aesthetics, and 

meaningful social impact.

benjamin.schalk@dversa.studio

OOVIE STUDIOS

creates AI-powered music-

interactive films that 

change in real time with live 

performances, enhancing 

how orchestras connect 

with audiences.

giulio@ooviestudios.com

PIN SPORT APP

connects athletes, clubs, 

and fans to discover 

events, find teams, and 

grow together — making 

local sports visible across 

Switzerland and DACH.

info@pinsportapp.ch

RECLAIM

helps people break 

compulsive phone habits 

using neuroscience-

based guidance to build 

healthier, more intentional 

relationships with 

technology.

mixue@reclaimwhatmatters.com

INDUSTRIALS & 
ENGINEERING

NEOSENS

builds nanophotonics-based 

portable biosensors for 

rapid, on-site detection of 

toxins in water, bringing 

lab-grade testing directly 

to the field.

marco.fumagalli@neosens-dx.com

NORDFEN

automates 3D environment 

creation from geodata 

in hours, not weeks, 

delivering realistic digital 

twins compatible with any 

simulation system.

info@nordfen.ch

Reclaim
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NORIWARE

develops 100% biobased 

materials that fit into 

existing production 

processes designed for 

plastic, retaining all 

its functionality and 

performance.

info@noriware.com

ROBOA

snake-like robots inspect 

and perform work in 

confined spaces across 

industry and infrastructure, 

going precisely where 

nothing else can go.

info@roboa.ch

VERRETEX

converts waste glass 

fibres into high-value 

materials, enabling 

circular, industrial-scale 

manufacturing across a 

range of sectors.

mitchell.anderson@verretex.com

WINDUCTION

enables public buses to 

charge wirelessly through 

their wheels, with no cables, 

no delays, and no visible 

infrastructure required.

ride@winduction.com

WINDWORKS

develops smart wind 

turbines that turn 

local wind into reliable, 

affordable on-site power, 

helping businesses and 

communities gain energy 

autonomy.

info@windworks.ai

MEDTECH & 
HEALTHCARE

ARBORIX

develops 3D-printed 

nerve grafts with native 

branching to recover nerve 

function in mastectomy, 

facial palsy and other 

complex nerve injuries.

patrick.weber@hest.ethz.ch

AUSCULTANET

transforms stethoscopes 

into AI-powered diagnostic 

tools, helping physicians 

detect heart valve disease 

at the bedside, fully offline.

contact@auscultanet.ch

BEYOND DIAGNOSTICS

develops real-time tests to 

verify medication quality 

at the point of use, making 

life-saving biologics safer 

and reducing waste.

maren.schinz@beyond-diagnostics.

com

CELLKINETICA

helps women get pregnant 

faster by advancing in 

vitro fertilization through 

deep genomic analyses 

of embryo viability and 

development.
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contact@cellkinetica.com

CINDER

integrates multi-modal 

pain therapy, heat, TENS, 

and infrared, into everyday 

clothing, making effective 

treatment something 

people actually stick to.

paola@fromcinder.com

HAPTIPAL

builds a wearable 

navigation system 

leveraging VR-based 

spatial computing to deliver 

intuitive tactile guidance 

for visually impaired users.

HaptiPal@163.com

NALGOOVA THERAPEUTICS

combines precision pain 

mapping with targeted 

Micro-RF therapy to reduce 

systemic treatments and 

improve outcomes in 

craniofacial pain.

marzia@nalgoova.com

PHARMA & 
BIOTECH

AZURECELL

engineers neuroprotective 

cell therapies for 

Parkinson's disease, 

combining genetic 

circuits with scalable 

manufacturing for durable 

neuroregeneration.

info@azurecell.co

BIOSCIBEX

has developed a machine 

that makes monoclonal 

antibody production faster, 

more cost-effective, and 

safer than any existing 

method.

contact@bioscibex.com

CANCENTUS

is transforming cancer 

treatment with next-

generation Antibody-Drug 

Conjugates, redefining 

precision for safer and more 

effective therapies.

contact@cancentus.com

ELDIAN BIOMED

develops injectable 

microcushions that 

lubricate cartilage and 

calm inflammation, 

providing longer-lasting 

relief and slowing 

osteoarthritis.

gregor@eldianbiomed.com

PRECIMUNE

develops AI-powered 

immune biomarkers 

to predict cancer 

immunotherapy response 

and guide precision 

medicine using high-

resolution immune 

sequencing.

johanna.chiffelle@unil.ch

UNOMR

develops sensors that 

provide unprecedented 

protein data to pharma, 
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biotech, food tech, and 

academia, enabling the 

next medical revolution.

info@unomr.com

VISIENCO

combines AI and robotics 

to automate organoid 

workflows, making 3D 

biological models scalable, 

reproducible, and ready for 

drug discovery.

info@visienco.ch

SOCIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT

ANURA-LEAGUE

connects digital gaming 

with real ecosystems, 

motivating young people to 

explore, understand, and 

protect biodiversity in their 

neighborhoods.

info@anura-league.com

BELIAN.EARTH

uses AI and causal science 

to build independent 

baselines for nature-based 

conservation projects, 

restoring integrity to global 

carbon markets.

info@belian.earth

CORALLIANCE

enables reef regeneration 

at km²-scale by applying 

an algae-based hydrogel 

enriched with coral tissue 

onto degraded reefs using 

ROVs.

info@corall.eco

PUBLIC AI SWITZERLAND

is a customer-owned 

cooperative that distributes 

affordable AI to Swiss 

residents and businesses, 

like a Migros for AI.

founders@spiu.ch

SYNATURE

builds AI sound systems 

that monitor animal health 

and presence in nature, on 

farms, and in aquaculture, 

enabling smarter, greener 

decisions.

olivier@synature.ch

TIVANO

aligns ecosystem restoration 

with durable carbon 

removal by permanently 

storing biogenic carbon in 

engineered underground 

vaults at scale.

team@tivano-carbon.com

YOUROPENLXM

creates sovereign, dynamic 

OpenLXMs from people's 

real-world experience with 

Yepa AI, giving governments 

and training providers skills 

intelligence.

joris.felder@yllyl.ch
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Behind every great 
venture, there are people 
who believed before 
anyone else.

To those who gave their 
time, their expertise, and 
their resources so that the 
next generation of 
entrepreneurs could find 
their footing: >>venture>> 
would not exist without 
you.

THANK YOU.
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MENTORS AND JURORS 2026

A
Linda Aerne
Lead Startup Partnering at 
VNTR

Thais Affonso
Advisor Strategy, Innovation and 
Sustainability at Olistica

Gordon Anderson
COO and Expert Consultant at 
Astrion

Daniel Andres
Founding Partner at Spicehaus 
Partners

Martin Angehrn
Founder, CEO, Sparring Partner 
and Mentor

Marc Anken
Co-founder and Managing 
Partner at addvantedge

Maria Anselmi
Founder and Owner at 
Innonodes

Fran Antequera
Director at AgriTech Hub 
(Government of Andalusia), 
Founder and President, ATG 
SynBio Spain

Tessy Antony de Nassau
Bord Director and Executive, 
active in Defence, Security and 
AI Policy

Nastaran Asadi Zanjani
Venture Partner at Momenta 
Venture

B
Bettina Bachmann
Board Member, Investor and 
Consultant in the Energy 
Industry

Antoine Bachmann
Founder and Owner at 
Bachmann Investment Advisors

Sabrina Badir
CEO at Pregnolia

Marco Barberi
Co-founder and Managing 
Partner at Edmond Experiences

Eugenia Barcos
Startup Program Lead at Nestlé 
Research

Brigitte Baumann
Head of Educational Materials 
Development at Klett und 
Balmer Verlag

Brigitte Baumann Gervais
Founder and CEO at efino.ai

Hannes Baumgartner
Investment Professional at BLR 
Capital

Adrian Beer
CEO at topimpact.ch

Oliver Berger
Equity Partner at Witena

Gian-Luigi Berini
Senior Investment Manager at 
Geneva Smart Invest

Florian Berner
Head of Research Office at 
FHGR

Philippe Bernet
Founding Partner at BackBone 
Ventures

Sonja Betschart
Co-founder and Co-pilot at 
WeRobotics

Melanie Binggeli
Associate at Center for 
Entrepreneurship at ZHAW

Kaspar Binz
CEO at Binz Biotech Consulting

Stefan Blarer
Managing Director at 
DRIMARCH

Claudine Blaser
Managing Director at Medgate 
Switzerland

Raoul Bloch
Board member at Axies

Salvatore Bocchetti
Chief Product Officer & Partner 
at Reasonable Product

Romain Boichat
Partner at Rhome

Thanks to the pro-bono work of our network of experts, we are able  
to offer unparalleled advice, guidance, and feedback to our participants. Thank 
you for your dedication to entrepreneurship.
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Thomas Boillat
Product Management and 
Design Senior Principal at Roche

Christof Bolliger
Director of Products and Partner 
at Bachofen

Andreas Bong
CTO em. Hilti

Valentijn Bonger
Director at VALST Advisory

Robbert Bos
Head of Product at Splint Invest

Andrea Vincenzo Braga
CEO at bragamed and eedoctors, 
Medical Lead at aprioris

Daniel Brandenburger
Startup Coach at Innosuisse

Aron Braun
Entrepreneur at Arpega and 
Zimballo

Christian Bruehlmann
Chief Business Officer at 
hemotune

Ronnie Brunner
Software Entrepreneur, Advisor 
and Investor

Pol Budmiger
Startup Coach at Viadiversa

Fabian Buller
CBO at Neurimmune

Gilles Burnier
Strategic Innovation Expert at 
Groupe Mutuel

Adrian Bührer
Startup Investor and CEO of 
Panaman Consulting

C
William Cabrera
Chief Strategy Officer at Pexapark

Greta Carioli
Director at elea

Julien Caritey
Strategy and Business 
Development at Eaton

Nathalie Casas
Energy, Mobility and Environment 
Department Head at EMPA

Feride Cengelli
Regulatory Affairs Professional 
in the Healthcare Sector

Remi Charrier
Scientific and Operations 
Advisor at Intuitive Therapeutics

Oliver Chmiel
Senior Partnership Manager at 
Nestlé

Dimitris Christodoulou
Global Business Lead in Digital 
Health at Roche

Ulf Claesson
Partner at BLR Partners

Kaspar Cottier
Owner at Cottier Business 
Advisory

Leonard Creutzburg
Co-head of One Planet Lab at 
WWF Switzerland

Cristina Crisan Tran
Head of Global Marketing 
Partnering Business at Tecan

D
Catarina Dahlin
CEO and Co-founder at 
Dagsmejan Ventures

Gerald Dahlmann
Director of Strategic Marketing 
at Coherent Inc.

Karin Dahlstroem
CEO at Astrion

David De Lorenzo
Head of Business Development 
and Corporate Strategy at 
Geistlich Pharma

Renato Del Grosso
Co-founder and Chief Strategy 
Officer at Cube Labs

Victor Denis
Senior Manager at PwC

Bruno Derungs
Managing Partner at Adaxia 
Capital Partners

Daniel Diezi
Managing Director and Global 
Senior Vice President of 
Advanced Technologies and 
Medical Devices at Gerresheimer

Daniel Dillinger
Principal at redalpine

Nicolas Dorsaz
Technology & Startup Scouting 
at Bühler Group

Stephanie Dreifuss
Executive Board Member at 
Swisscontact

Mathilde Durvy
Future of Health Grant Manager 
at EPFL Innovation Park

E
Günther Eberhard
Senior Partner and Owner at 
DistriConsult

Marcel Egger
Independent Investor and 
Business Mentor at SICTIC

Patrik Eigenmann
Deputy Vice President of PMO 
Global Innovation at dormakaba
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Andreas Emmendörffer
Founder and Senior Consultant 
at Phalcon Consulting

Katarina Danihlikova Engel
EU Operations Manager at 
Sustainserv

Nadja Erhart
Brand Builder, Executive and 
Entrepreneur

Frank Ernst
Global Digital Lead of 
Manufacturing and Intrapreneur 
at Holcim

Bettina Ernst
Biotech Entrepreneur

Jana Essebier
Partner at Vischer

F
Nicola Fantini
CEO at ScaleTools AG

Mark Felix
Managing Director at VENCAP 
ADVISORY

Felix Fernandez
Partner at Adaptivv Financial 
Technologies

Aldo Ferrari
Development Leader in 
Intelligent Automation at Inter 
IKEA Group

Laura Ferrer Bellver
Senior Strategy Manager at 
Thomson Reuters and Startup 
Advisor

Harry Forss
Founding Partner at VEA 
Syndicate

Ivo Francioni
CFO at Deon Digital

Christoph Frechen
General Manager of Global 
Marketing and Communications 
at INTERSPORT Group

Frank Frederiksen
Head of Corporate Strategy at 
u-blox

Robert Frigg
Innovator and Chairman of 
41medical

Maria Luisa Fuchs
Entrepreneur, Board Member, 
Startup Incubator

G
Antonio Gambardella
Director at FONGIT

Marcos Garcia Pedraza
Founder and Managing Partner 
at orgart

Joëlle Gautier
Project Manager Fintech 
Regulation at UBS

Theresa Gehringer
Foundation Expert and 
Co-founder at stiftunglabor.ch

Stefan Geiger
CTO and Owner at GIANTS 
Software

Mathias Gempeler
Global Head of Science & 
Promotion Skin Care at DSM 
Nutritional Products

Alexander Ginsburg
Head of Global Alliances and 
Partnerships at Futurae 
Technologies

Thierry Golliard
Head of Open Innovation and 
Venture Capital at Swiss Post

Melanie Gonzales
Principal at ConsultiSwiss

Nanci Govinder
Startup Coach, Trainer, Investor, 
Board Member at Aura Suriya

Robert Gruenwald
CEO at Novustat

Bernard Gruhl
Director of Operations at Migros 
Industrie

Wolfram Grüning
Science and Business 
Consultant

Florence Gschwend
Innovation catalyst at ETH SPH 
and Technical Advisor and 
Co-founder at Lixea

Carlo Guareschi
Head of Business Development 
at NcodiN

Urs Gubser
Principal Consultant at 
Vanguard Signals

Urs Guggenbühl
CEO at novoviam

Nicolas Guggenheim
Investor and Board Member

Ronan Guirey
Patent Attorney at P&TS 
Intellectual Property

Ruedi Gygax
Former Managing Director at 
Novartis Venture Fund

Luc Gérardin
Independent Management 
Consultant

H
Ann-Lauriene Haag
Entrepreneurship Manager at 
ETH AI Center
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Aino Hacklin
Director and Project Manager at 
UBS

Christian Hager
Global Head of Corporate 
Development at Kuehne+Nagel 
Management

Rhea Hamilton
Managing Director at General 
Atlantic

Fariba Hashemi
Partner at Salus Partner

Jann J. Hatz
Manager of Special Projects, AIR 
at RUAG

Daniel Haudenschild
Entrepreneur, Founder, Board 
Member and Advisor

Marc Hauser
CEO at Trust Square

Sanja Hauser
Founder of Betalane

Michael Hausmann
CTO at AliveDx and, Board 
Director (NED) at Aidian Oy

Jiri Havran
CFO at startups and scale-ups

Ariane Hegel Reynolds
Board Member, Business Angel, 
BioValley Basel, Meep.bio

Martin Heierle
Vice President at Sonova

Scott Herrick
Managing Partner and Founder 
at Captured Value

Petra Hillmann
Head of Translational Science at 
Swiss Rockets

Rolf Hiltl
Owner at Hiltl and Co-owner at 
tibits

Markus Hofer
VP Business Development 
Advanced Materials at Buhler

Ulrich Hoffmann
Board Member at UBS Business 
Solutions

Alexander Hofmann
Interim Executive and 
Procurement Consultant at 
Alexander Hofmann Consulting

Bolko Hohaus
Founder and CEO at HCP Asset 
Management

Caspar Horne
President at Alpine Angel Investors

Sascha Horrig
Startup Investor and Co-founder 
at EquityPitcher Ventures

Lea Hungerbühler
Attorney-at-law and Founding 
Partner at Leximpact

Morgan Hunter
Investment Manager at 
BiomedVC

I
Lorenz Ineichen
CEO at Medworld

J
Marcus Jacob
COO and Change catalyst at LMI 
and Aspirer

Martin Jaggi
Professor at EPFL for AI, 
Machine Learning and 
Computer Science

Nikhil Jain
Digital Health Senior Manager at 
Accenture

Tatjana Jendritzky
Founder and CEO at Konjunkt

K
Kurt Kaltenegger
Consultant

Arnd Kaltofen-Ehmann
Partner at VI Partners

Thomas Kammermann
Former Chief Credit Officer, 
Senior Risk Management 
Executive

Christian Katz
Founder and CEO at MainStrait 
and Board Member

Olivier Keiser
CEO and President of the Board 
at Adeka Polymer Additives 
Europe

Thomas Kerscher
CEO and Owner at Business-
Impact

Alexander Khachaturyan
Venture Builder and CEO at 
Aurogel

Cyrill Kocher
Head of Sales at Bachofen

Swen Koller
Entrepreneur in B2B SaaS and AI

Sybille Korrodi
Owner, Founder and CEO at 
Sybille Korrodi Consulting

Dhanesh Kothari
Serial Entrepreneur, Board 
Advisor and CEO of pi2Life

Kurt Kronawittleithner
Global Director of Applications 
at UBQ Materials

Patricia Kroondijk
Director of Corporate Venturing 
at Canon Marketing Japan
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Francis Kuhlen
Board Member at Swiss Youth in 
Science

Jean-Philippe Kunz
Co-founder at GNUbiotics and 
MPC Therapeutics Business 
Advisor

Christian Köpe
Founder and Managing Partner 
at akademie dialog sante

L
Barbara La Cara
Head of Strategy and Analytics 
at ETH Zürich

Ritalba Lamendola
Director at EVEURA, Expert at 
Innosuisse, Advisory Business 
Model Design

Mauro Lattuada
Technology Transfer Manager at 
EPFL

Frédéric Lauchenauer
Head of family operations at 
Aspenreuti Ventures

Yann Leclerc
Director at Ad Valoris Consulting

Katy Lee
CEO and Co-founder at Sundays 
Beverage

Nicolas Lehmann
Board Member at Brian

Julien Levallois
Startup Advisor at University of 
Geneva

Jim Lewis
Owner and Consultant at 
Blackbird Projects

Samy Liechti
Advisor and Entrepreneur at 
Samy Liechti

David Lienert
Sales Director at Rudolf Bindella 
Weinbau-Weinhandel

Janene Liston
Pricing Expert at The Pricing 
Lady

Adrian Luetschg
Circular Economy Partner at 
About Tomorrow Consulting

Wilma Lukas
Managing Director at W Life 
Sciences

Seb Lénelle
CEO at Ginkyo Innovation

Lars Lünenburger
Technology and Licensing 
Manager at ETH Zurich

M
Jérôme Mariéthoz
Project Management Officer at 
Ledunfly

Emanuele Marsili
Global Market Access Lead at 
CSL

Michael Marti
Global Business Line Manager at 
ABB

Ruedi Matter
Non-Executive Board Member at 
Seervision

Donat Matthews
Board Chairman, Director, 
Advisor, Jury Member

Alexandre Maurice
Head of Strategy at 
Acumentrum

Raphael May
Managing Director at Dior 
Beauty CH&AT

Leti McManus
Founder of Tiger Link Advisors

Rafael Meier
General Manager at Bergerat

Christian Meisser
Partner at LEXR

Claudio Menz
Managing Director at g3-
goBespoke International

Manuel Merki
Founder of Proy.AI and Innovation 
and Startup Manager at UZH

Gianluca Merola
Global Business Development 
Leader at Schneider Electric

Frank Mertens
CMO at Precon

Jan Metzdorff
Senior Executive Advisor at 
Birn+Partners

Christopher Meyer
Head of Strategy and 
Operational Excellence at 
Ferring Pharmaceuticals

Laurent Meyer
Founder and CEO, AI and Tech 
Investor

Kevin Meyer
Business Development Manager 
at Neurimmune

Amjad Mohamed-Saleem
Asst. Professor of Humanitarian 
Leadership at Zakat Foundation 
Institute and Freelance 
Consultant at Paths2People

Vivian Mohr
President of Audio at Bauer 
Media Group

Petra Monn
Head of International Operations 
at Siemens Manufacturing - WEF 
Fellow
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Andrea Monti
CEO at EHL NEXT

Abhi Morey
Director of Strategy and 
Business Development at 
Beckman Coulter Life Sciences 
(Danaher)

Roland Richard Moser
Business Unit Head at VAT 
Group

Bertrand Mueller
Founding Partner at DAA 
Ventures

Christian Mur
Head of Startup and Strategic 
Innovation Programs at 
Microcity Neuchatel Innovation

N
Linda Nel
CEO and Founder at Good Egg 
Consulting

O
Brigid O'Donovan
Co-founder and Managing 
Partner at IoT Sensing

P
Pedro Paiva
Strategic Business Advisory, 
Business Development and 
Partnerships

Alexandra Pastollnigg
Head of Responsible Investing at 
Graubündner Kantonalbank

David Patrick
Managing Partner at Tree Trunk 
Partners

Claudia Petersen
Head of Private Markets at Bank 
Julius Baer

Michael Peyer
Founder and Principal 
Consultant at PMT-Consulting

Matthias Plattner
Head of Channels and Digital 
Services at Bank Julius Baer

Claudia Pletscher
Entrepreneur and Board 
Member

Andreas Plüss
Consultant and Founder at 
Strategy Plus Consulting

Philippe Pointet
General Counsel at Swiss Life 
Group

Jan Amrit Poser
Co-founder and Chief 
Sustainable Investment Officer 
of radicant bank

Lesley Powell
Co-founder at Cloudberry

Marco Prunotto
Venture Partner at Medicxi

R
Jens Rehanek
Scientific Project Leader at 
armasuisse

Sven Remke
CEO at negforce

Ulrike Reymondin
Venture Builder at Nestlé R+D 
Accelerator

Markus Riester
Owner and Advisor at 
maristechcon

Nikko Karlo Robles
Founder of Sunlight East 
Ventures and Co-founder at 
Nature Tech Lead

Dennis Rubner
Entrepreneur, Ex-CIO and 
Startup Mentor

Christoph Ruchti
Former Chief Engineer Gas 
Plants at GE

Marco Rüedi
CEO and CMO at Axalbion and 
Startup Coach at Innosuisse

S
Pipo Sasse-Brenninkmeijer
Partner at Spira Labs

Michele Scheidegger
Vice President Global Marketing

Luca Scheuring
CTO at Axon Vibe

Ralph Schiess
Founding CEO of Zurich Hub for 
drug and Device Development at 
UZH

Penny Schiffer
CEO and Co-founder at Raized.
ai, Chapter Lead AI and Data 
Science R&D at USB

Imanol Schlag
Research Scientist at ETH AI 
Center and Co-lead of Apertus

Andreas Schlenker
Head of M&A, Partnering and 
Investing at Axpo Group

Tobias Schmid
Investment Director at BLR 
Partners

Christine Schmidhalter
Owner of Noverium
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Shila Schneider
Business Development Manager 
at Ewopharma

Franz Schubiger
Partner at Pestalozzi Attorneys 
at Law

Olivier Schucht
Co-owner and CFO at Fresh & 
Frozen Food

Georg Schumacher
Principal Partnering and 
Investing at Axpo

Thomas Schurr
Senior Digital Advisor at 
C-Advisory

David Shapira
CTO at Swiss Innovation Forces

Mirjam Sick
Consultant and WASH expert for 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid

Laura Silva-Meyer
Member of the Board of 
Directors at NZZ and 
Switzerland Tourism

Gabriella Skala
CEO and Founder at AMP Health

Massimo Soriano
Head of Venture Services at 
Rothschild & Co

Angelo Sozzi
Technology Transfer Manager at 
Paul Scherrer Institute

Philipp Spaeti
Director of Technical Sales and 
CTO at IBM Switzerland

Bernard Spycher
Managing Director and 
President of the Board at Becton 
Dickinson

Christian Spörri
Global Head of Accounting, 
Reporting and Tax at u-blox

Matthias Staehelin
Lead Partner Life Sciences at 
VISCHER

Dalith Steiger
Co-founder and Managing 
Partner at SwissCognitive

Véronique Stephan
Executive Board member at SBB

Daniel Stucker
Head of Trading Business Unit 
and Vice-Chairman of the 
Executive Committee at Coop 
Switzerland

Tomas Svoboda
Independent Management 
Contractor with SES & Veritux

T
Leandro Testa
Chairman at Walo International

Evelyn Thar
CEO at Advance Metrics

Nicolas Thomas
Environment Investor at Pictet 
Group

Sandra Tobler
Co-founder and CEO at Futurae 
Technolgies

V
Tanja Vainio
Country President Switzerland 
at Schneider Electric

Paul-Henri Vallotton
Independant Consultant, former 
CEO and VP R&D

Davide Verda
Managing Partner and Chief 
Investment Officer at NewOak

Maija Vihma
Senior Advisor at C-Advisory

Sabrina Vilhena
Advisor at Juniper Frost

Heiko Visarius
CEO and Owner at VISARTIS 
Healthcare

Achim von Leoprechting
Former CEO at Tecan Group, 
current Board Member and 
Senior Advisor

Christoph von Toggenburg
Group Head of Human Rights 
and Social Impact at Holcim

Thomas Vonwil
Director of Operational 
Excellence at u-blox

Maarten Voorneveld
Director of Digital Sales at 
Microsoft

W
Karen Wagner
General Partner at Ysios Capital

Beat Walther
Founder and Managing Partner 
at Vendbridge

Lukas Weber
Head of Business Development 
at Bank Vontobel

Julien Weissenberg
Founder at Deep Tech Experts

Karen Wendt
President of SwissFinTechLadies

Klea Wenger
Investment Director at Swisscom 
Ventures

Jeannette Wibmer
Partner at Birgelen Wehrli 
Attorneys
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Judith Wiesinger
DeepTech Innovator and 
Entrepreneur at Stealth Mode

Reto A. Wilhelm
CEO and Owner at RAW 
Consulting

Kathrin Wolff Schmandt
Board Member, Angel Investor, 
Strategy Expert SEF, Growth, 
Managing Director N9 House of 
Innovation

Ulrich Wuellner
Director of External Innovation 
at Johnson & Johnson

Y
David Yu
Head of Portfolio Strategy at 
Santen

Helen Yuanyuan Cao
Academic Faculty - Innovation 
and Organizational 
Transformation at Hochschule 
Luzern

Z
Richard Zbinden
Managing Partner at Software 
Corporate Leaders

Damian Zech
Independent Advisor at Zech

Metin Zerman
Head of Start-up Investments at 
Energy 360

Marco Ziegler
Senior Advisor, Board Member 
and Senior Partner Emeritus at 
McKinsey & Company

Claudia Zimmermann
CEO and Founder at C-Advisory 
and Board Mandates

Raphael Zingg
Attorney-at-law at IPrime

Tom Zrihen
Operations Executive and Angel 
Investor

Amédée Zryd
Consultant at Zryd Consult

Gregor Zünd
Cardiac Surgeon, Researcher 
and Manager
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ADVISORY BOARD 2026

Till
Reuter

Peter A. 
Wuffli

Katharina 
Lichtner 

Christian 
Buhl

Catherine
Chammartin

Silvan O. 
Wyss 

Julian 
Bertschinger

Stefan
Paul

Andreas 
Geistlich

Andreas 
Müller

Jan 
Doongaji

Marco
Maccarelli

Pascal 
Kiener

Jürg
Eckhardt

Frank
Schön

Pascal
Grieder

Dieter
Widmer

Dragan
Grabulovski

Ruedi
Bodenmann

Christoph 
Brand

TBD Frank
Rehfeld 

Roberto
Paganoni

Eugen 
Elmiger

Patrick
Amstutz

Mauro
Saladini

Stefan
Palzer 

Thomas
Schinecker 

A  S U B S I D I AR Y  O F
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Maya
Ziswiler

Patrick 
Maier 

August 
Benz

Felix 
Mayer

André
Helfenstein

Annina Maria 
Largo

Suzanne 
Thoma

Jens 
Fehlinger

Pietro 
Supino

Andreas
Thiel

Sabine 
Keller-Busse

Andrea 
Schenker-Wicki

Christoph 
Aeschlimann

Thomas 
Meyer

Matthias
Aellig

Marc 
Bürki

Michael 
Schaepman

Michael 
Müller

Matthias 
Reinhart

Georg
Schubiger

Thomas 
Vellacott

Regula
Jöhl

Urs
Lüthy

Peter
Maurer
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WE LOOK  
FORWARD TO 
WELCOMING YOUR  
SUBMISSIONS 
STARTING  
OCTOBER 2026 
FOR NEXT YEAR’S  
COMPETITION.
venture.ch  —  follow us on  
sign up to our newsletter
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